The advantages and the disadvantages of specialism were pretty fully discussed at tlie recent meeting of the American Academy of Medicine. We cannot see that any very fresh ground was broken, hut what was made abundantly evident was that it is becoming generally recognised that the range of topics embraced in what is termed " medicine" is far too great to be thoroughly mastered by any one mind, and that it is only by specialism that satisfactory progress can be made. It was, however, not uninteresting to observe that speaker after speaker pointed out to how large an extent the evils of specialism are aggravated by, and, in fact, are primarily due to, the growing custom of young men taking up specialities " from the beginning," instead of first becoming skilful all-round physicians and specialising afterwards, as their opportunities or their inclina-
